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. Srﬁitb_ﬁeld for a time, and she kept

much of what shé bought. He also
worked for many years in the Foreign
" Service and acquired furniture and art
from around the world. The Creeches
car’t remember setting foot in a furni-
ture store since they'were married

“We stopped collecting anyth_mg big>- .-

30 years ago,” she says.

Because of the multitude of antiques
and paintings, the Creeches wanted to
keép the background simple. Ali of the
downstairs, except the kitchen, is
painted the same shade of sunny

yellow. Almost all the rooms have hard-

\wood floors.

- The foyer contains several fanu}y
portraifs; the grandestisof Me - -
Creechk’s grandfather from South Car-
olina The formal, 4-foot oil portrait
was painted in 1876 i in New Orleans
when be went to the horse races. Also *
of interest are two [andscapés by
North Carolina mural arfist Ben Long.

On the wall-along the staircase, the
Creeches display their collection of
Louis Orr etchings. Orr; who came
from. France to do the etcliings of
North Carolina architecture in the
early 1900s, turned out 51 of them,
mcluding the state Capitdl, area

,-

churches and the old mint in Charlotte. |,

Mz. Creech’s mother boughta -
subscription to the series. -

The couple display their possessxons
zreatively A silver punch bowl Mrs.
reech inherited from a friend is now
10me to a large potted lly. A massive
“opper tray is used as a ﬁreplace orna-
nent.

The Creeches mtended to install cur-
ains in the lving room. Then they got
tsed fo a cleaner look and decided to
orgo window treatments.

Traditional fouches

The study is a traditiorial hideaway,
’ith built-in bookeases, Oriental rugs
nd white-slipcovered mahogany furni-
1re. The Sheraton desk belonged
resident Woodrow Wilson and was in
1e¢ White House, says Mr. Creech, who
ought it from an antiques dealer

hen he lived in Washington.

The dining room ddjoins the living
yom, with Corinthian columms mark-
g the entranceway. Over the dining

ible hangs a smkmngctonan crystal
1andelier

“Tt came from another house weé
stored,” Mrs. Creech says. “The
mer was trying to sell it but ended
1 letting it go witn the house. We've

oved it around with us.” She says she

An unusual lamp ddormns Bill Creech’s desk, above. In the dining room, below
a musswe palrr’rmg of Emma Lady Hamilton, domma’res the back’ wull
N sva PHOTOS BYJOHN RoTrEr k.

Sy

understands now why the pbemous
owner didn’t want to move it. .

Because the dining room is s0 large,
the Creeches have room for their

grand piano.

-Antiques everywhere
The all:white, spartan kitchen is a
stark confrast to aJl the colors and tex-
tures throughout the rest of the house. .

A sign in the kitchen $ays “Sanitation, . . o

Grade C.” The room rarely gets 00,
dirty, though, because the Creeches

~dor’t cook much:: ¥ ; { Nell

- Family antiques have crept into the
kitchen and breakfast room. An 18th-
century.armoire holds china. 0ld bas-

“kets that belonged to Bis. Creechr’s

mother sitatop the armoire..

o
. Thé downstairs bediroom, origmajly 1
- the Kitchen, contaifis an antique - i
canopy bed, an 8-foof mirror, a yellow |
wingback chair and two primitive . .- |
pamtmgs done by Mrs. Creech’s
cousin. But all these furnishings are |
_ dwarfed by a life-size off pamtmg ofa
young tennis playcr, rvauet In hand, .
- grass courts behind him. When the .
couple inherited the pamtmg, dating to
1883; it was in terrible shape and they
' were told it wasi’t worth repairing. But
“tepnis boy” grew on them,and they ..~
had it restored.
The large upstairs fa.mrly room, part -
of the addition, is a retreat for reading,
. working or watching TV. Mr. Creech
acquired the prnate 2002 “year-0ld sea
chest, made in India, during hig; =& -
Foreign Service years. He found the -
leather-top rococo desk with gilt trim - ¥
at a Salvation Army benefit aueciion i m a
Washington. Books and paintings,” "~
including an 1800s seascape with chip-
per shlps il the raom.

Home hlsfory :
Before working on their Samt.—Mary’s,
Street house, the Creeches tackled the
Broughton house, owned by Gov.
Melville Broughton, and the Busby
house, home of the founder of Jugtown -

" pottery - . o

: “Somehow we’ve endeduplmngm
or SGoBle s hitiGas A B Lok

Q care:
ther#’s not a Créech. House. . - -
“That would mean it was anew -
house, a house \mthout hlStO]:y And-

that Wouldn’t be ha.lf as uch fun »



